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One of the most interesting of "Founding Father" books I've come across.  Written by Pulitzer Prize winning author Joseph J. Ellis, I was impressed by not only the research but the fluidity or the writing, which enhanced the reading experience.
What one might consider the theme that flows throughout is where idealism and political philosophy run up against practical reality.  From the Federalist Papers, the Constitution, the powers delegated to the Federal Government, the power of the chief executive, the influence of religion to the exclusion of the general population from electing presidents and other political leaders, one generally accepted myth is exposed after the other.
Democracy was never the plan for the United States and, in fact, the word was used as an expletive by many of the founding fathers.  The Federalist Papers, written almost entirely by James Madison, believed that a strong central government was essential and that the Federal Government must have veto power over laws passed by the states.  Of course, Madison reversed himself when it became clear that such a policy would put his own lifestyle in jeopardy with regard to the practice of slavery.
The section of the book dealing with Native Americans is also extremely instructive when it comes to the Federal Governments inability to control the states and their desire to expand the plantation culture to Indian lands.

A most worthwhile read I would recommend to anyone who would like to have a better understanding of what the founding fathers were really thinking when the country was first put together, rather than the conventional mythologies that have evolved to support various political agendas.

