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What can I say about Patrick Taylor, nothing bad, certainly?  How can someone say something bad about someone who has written one of the most enjoyable reading experiences of the past two years (orig. publication date is 2008)?  An Irish Country Village, a Forge Book published by Tom Doherty Associates, LLC, New York, is a delight; a jewel filled with facets worth exploring in a summer much in need of the kind of Blarney the world is sorely missing.
Ballybucklebo, the name of the village central to all events, sets the tone for what you will read.  A fictional village located midway between Belfast and Bangor (that's Northern Ireland not central Maine) that is home to Dr. Fingal Flahertie O'Reilly and a cast of characters drawn so well you feel like you recognize them all: your family, friends and neighbors.  Some you like; some you wonder about; some you might care to avoid but you can't ignore them and Taylor makes sure you don't.
The flyleaf suggests the book and tale are "in the tradition of James Harriot" but I think it goes well beyond such a comparison.  Harriot was England - Yorkshire while Thomas is Ireland - County Down - the North.  It's a bit different; just ask the people who live in both places.  That's not to say there aren't fine literary connections between the two places, after all the Rev. Patrick Brontë was born in County Down (he's the father of the gang of three writing Brontës: Charlotte, Emily and Anne) and raised his literary clan in Yorkshire.
An Irish Country Villager is different and I don't think there are any real comparisons.  If you liked the 1950s and 60s you'll completely lose yourself in the trials and tribulations of the good doctor and the people of Ballybucklebo.  If you wonder what all the talk is about the middle years of the 20th century, this is a good place to satisfy you curiosity.
What particularly good about the book is the quality of not just the writing but also how the tale is woven.  It moves, it informs, it educates and is eminently readable - all the truly good essential of a well written book.
So once you finish with that blood and guts page turner you're in the middle of or perhaps it's a sex crazed vampire you're caught up with, try reading with a smile on your face and take a trip back to someplace that once was and never will be again.  Take a trip with Patrick Taylor; trust me, you'll enjoy it.

