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Richard Russo is back.  I'm not sure how I managed to miss this tale when if first came out in 2009 but I suppose I'll just have to put it down to poor browsing and the lack of a local, independent bookseller nearby, although that's another issue.  The important fact is that Mr. Russo is back in stride.
This is a book I liked.  That is not to say there are books of his that I did not like just some I'm more enthusiastic about than others.  This one reminded me of his novel Straight Man (Random House, 1997) in that there's a thoughtful whimsy about his writing that I particularly enjoy and That Old Cape Magic fits into that mold.

The story has an academic bent to it which works really well and takes place along northeast coast.  In fact if I were to devise a subtitle for the book it would be: one wedding and two ghosts along the Mainachussetts coast. 

The central character is Jack Griffin who plies his teaching craft at a small New England college, an only child with distinctly unlikable parents who have spent their time teaching in a variety of colleges and liking none of them.  Academic snobs might be too kind a term for them but surely seems to fit.

Jack's problem is that he has the same genes as his parents; thus providing for the love hate relationship theme that moves through the pages.  Trying to distance yourself from your own inheritance (genes) can be a confusing experiment.

While filled with poignant scenes of family trial and tribulation and heartbreak, Russo never seems to write for very long without a smile on his face, which than puts one on yours.  The conversations with his dead parents, especially the ones from the back seat of his car, not to mention the ashes in the urn in the trunk, punctuate the book nicely.  And, of course, there is the battle among the functional and dysfunctional characters.  The description of the wedding reception, especially Table 17 - the misfit table, makes for delightful reading and laughing.

It is a testament to the writing skill, talent and craftsmanship of Richard Russo that makes That Old Cape Magic another of his books definitely worth reading 
